ENERGIZER: SILENT LINE-UP

GOAL

· To line up in a particular order without talking.
SET-UP

· Blindfolds?
STORY/RULES

· Without speaking, whispering, mouthing words, or writing, the group must arrange themselves in either an alphabetical or numerical order.  

· Explain that if one person in the group is out of line, the whole group is responsible.  They are a TEAM.

SAFETY

· Watch the bumping of heads if the participants are blind folded.

VARIATIONS

· Have them line up by birthday (without the year), whatever their goals are for the day, something they would like to be good at, their favorite food, favorite animal, favorite ice cream, something about themselves they would like to improve, what they would like to do in the future, etc.

· Give them a time limit

· Don’t tell them where the line begins or ends.  Let that be part of the challenge.

· Close their eyes or put on blindfolds and line up by height.
Another explanation of the same activity with a slightly different angle:
Name at this point: Birthday Lineup (deinhibitizer)
Target Group: 8 years and older.
Group Size: 10 to 30 players.
Time Range: 10 to 20 minutes.
Space Needs: Enough for a long line of players - or a large circle if you dare.
Props: A long rope or masking tape or some sort of line marking on the floor or playground.

Procedure: For the easy version of this one you will need about 1 foot of line for every player - if they want a good challenge give them about 6 inches of line each. So, lets say you have 15 players. Set out a 15 foot rope (tie some knots in a long rope 15 feet apart) and have each player stand on the rope with at least one foot - that's not the rope foot, it's the person foot! When everyone is on the rope (or line), ask them to move into "Birthday Order." Moving: A player must have foot contact with the rope (line) at all times. Birthday Order: By month and day from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 (or for fun make it from June 14th to June 13th!!). If any player loses contact with the rope (line), that player and the two players next to him or her must move back to their original starting position. Variations: Try this one without talking. Blinfold all the players who have a birthday on an even numbered day.

Observations/Questions: What sort of helping was going on? Did anyone lose contact with the rope (line) and not say anything? Why do you think we might not tell about breaking the rules? Why do we have rules? If you could change any rule for a day what would you change?

Source: I saw this one presented by Dick Hammond of Leadership On The Move in Argyle, Texas.

